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Chinese elite universities compete 
with world-class universities in 
dominant world rankings, and the 
past two decades have seen their 
ratings soar in these league tables. 
World rankings have been widely 
used in Chinese universities’ strategy 
formation, talent acquisition, and 
f a c u l t y r e c r u i t m e n t , b u t t h e 
government aims to mitigate the 
consequences o f rank ings to 
university governance and develop 
top univers i t ies wi th Chinese 
characteristics. This talk will review 
the development of international and 
domestic university rankings and 
their enduring roles in shaping the 
autonomy of Chinese universities by 
using quantitative analyses and case 
studies. 



