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Liang Ma is a Professor at the School of Public
Administration and Policy and Research Fellow at the
National Academy for Development and Strategy,
Renmin University of China. He earned his doctorate
from Xi‘an Jiaotong University, China. Before joining
RUC, he was a Senior Research Fellow at the Nanyang
Centre for Public Administration, Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore. He is the Co-Editor of the
International Journal of Public Administration and an
Associate Editor of the Chinese Public Administration
Review. He is the Chair-Elect of the Section of Chinese
Public Administration (SCPA), the American Society for
Public Administration (ASPA).
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Chinese elite universities compete
with world-class universities in
dominant world rankings, and the
past two decades have seen their
ratings soar in these league tables.
World rankings have been widely
used in Chinese universities’ strategy
formation, talent acquisition, and
faculty recruitment, but the
government aims to mitigate the
consequences of rankings to
university governance and develop
top universities with Chinese
characteristics. This talk will review
the development of international and
domestic university rankings and
their enduring roles in shaping the
autonomy of Chinese universities by
using quantitative analyses and case
studies.
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