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GRG Chronology

1955 Bern Conference — GRO
1957 Chapel Hill Conference — GR1
1959 Royaumont Conference — GR2
1959 International Committee on GRG
1962 Bulletin on GRG
1970 Journal General Relativity and Gravitation
1971 Decision International Society on GRG
1974 Establishment International Society on GRG
1975 IUPAP Affiliated Commission on GRG —AC.2
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Straightforward process?

The process of international institutionalization of GRG was peculiar

Controversial steps embedded in the Cold War
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Post-war re-establishment of international collaboration
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1958
COSPAR

Committee on Space Research
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National Memberships

1931 Statutes ICSU

Art. 3 The International Council of Scientific Unions consists of a national scientific
organization from each country which has adhered to the Council and of the
International Unions.

Art. 4 A country may join the International Council either through its principal
Academy, or through its national Research Council, or through some other

national institution or association of institutions, or, in absence of these, through its
Government.



JUPAP Structural Transformations

1947 International Commissions on specific fields

1947 Affiliated Commissions

Group of scientists recognized by the IUPAP General Assembly,
but appointed by different scientific bodies

1948 Affiliated Commission on Optics - AC. 1
National membership
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Post-war re-establishment of international collaboration

Progressive anglophonization of the scientific language



Scientific Language(s)

FROM THE FALL
— OF LATIN T0 THE
= English ISE OF ENGLISH

—%— Russian
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Fig. 2: Proportions of languages in publications of the natural sciences worldwide 1880-2005
(Sources: Tsunoda 1983; Ammon 1998a; beyond 1996, analyses by Ammon and Vanessa
Gawrisch based on Biological Abstracts, Chemical Abstracts, Mathematical Reviews, Index
Medicus and Medline, and Physics Abstracts)




The Starting Point

Bern Conference 1955

Fiinfzig Jahre Relativititstheorie
Cinquantenaire de la Théorie de la Relativité
Jubilee of Relativity Theory

’ |"'.“:/; ¢ .

The Chairmzﬁ

Bern, 11.—16. Juli 195§

The Sécrétary
= BNy
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Authority
Personal relationships

Further international collaboration



Adressen gelehrter Gesellschaften

POLOG Mess prononcé par L. In p, Délégué de
I'Académie Polonaise des Se s & Varsovie,

Before 1 open the meeting, allow me to say a few words in the name
of the Polish Academy of S , which I have the honor to represent
here. I should like to express its great appreciation of the work of the
organizing committee in pr g this splendid meeting. T should also
like to express the Polish 's bes hes for the great scientific
success of this meeting to commemorate 50 vears of Relativity Theory
and the death of its great founder.

REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE ALLEMANDE sage prononcé
par O. Hrekmann, président de la sellschaft Deutscher Natur
forscher und Arzte,

Verschiedene Teilnehmer dieser Konferenz haben im Auftrage der
nationalen Akademien ihrer Lénder oder anderer gleichbedeutender Or,
nisationen Begrilfungsworte an die Konferenz gerichtet oder Adre
verlesen,

Iis ist vielleicht fiir die Situation in unserem Lande bezeichnend, dal
dort schwer eine Organisation zu finden ist, die einen solchen Auftrag
hiitte geben kiénnen.

So spreche ich nicht mit einem eigentlichen Auftrag und doch als Vor
sitzende Gesellschaft Deutscher Naturforscher und te im Namen

Die Moglichkeit, Fra, der Relativititstheorie frei zu behandeln, war
unserem Lande durch eine Reihe von Jahren genommen, Wir sind den
Veranstaltern dieser Konferenz dankbar, daB wir an ihr teilnehmen und
dal} wir in Freihei or jene Probleme erértern kinnen, deren Behand

lung damals in unserem Lande ~ von auien unsichtbar — gleichsam in

Katakomben weiterlebte.
Wir haben die Hoffnung und bitten um Threr aller Hilfe, da8 die Arbeit
rRT KiNstEIN erdffnete, auch in unserem Lande

gem Leben gedeihen mi

prononoé par V.A. Focxk, Délégué de I'Académie des
Sciences de 'URSS.
En ouv
senter les
Soviétique e s colligues russes. Je suis convaineu que
non senlement trés inte ante en elle-méme,
donnera naissance & des scientifiques qui seront durables,
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Personal relationships

Further international collaboration



v SCIENCE

Years of Relativi

Y

Peter G. Bergmann

cepts of space and time, We shall

in with a brief survey of the situati
at the turn of the century.

Newton had established that within
the ework of his ¢ i
impo e to discover : solute”
motion that was purely translatory an
free of acceleration {the classical prin-
ciple of relativity). All “inertial” frames
of reference were to considered
equivalent. This principle is usyally il
lustrated by the example of a laboratory
aboard a moving wvehic!
there s no acceleration, the pass
cannot discaver evidence of their motion
by means of experiments wholly carried

NATURE

August 20, 1955 vou 176

JUBILEE OF RELATIVITY THEORY

CONFERENCE AT BERNE

LBERT EINSTEIN published his famous first
paper on relativity theory in 1905, during the

time when he was employed in the Swiss Patent
in Berne. In celebration of the jubilee of that

, & conference wus held at Berne during July
11-16 this year. It was organized by a special com-
mittee of professors in the Swiss universities under
the chairmanship of Prof. Wolfgang Pauli (Zurich)
and with Prof. André Mercier (Berne) as secretary ;
Prof. Pauli also presided over the conference itself.
Almost one hundred mathematicians, astronomers
and physicists from some twenty different countries
were present as guests of the organizing committee.
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The Role of Gravitation
in Physics
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1957

Max Phaack Rewarch Library
for the Hisory and Developrment of Knowied ge
Source

cepts of space and time, We shall

in with a brief survey of the situati
at the turn of the century.

Newton had established that within
the ework of his ¢ i
impo e to discover : solute”
motion that was purely translatory an
free of acceleration {the classical prin-
ciple of relativity). All “inertial” frames
of reference were to considered
equivalent. This principle is usyally il
lustrated by the example of a laboratory
aboard a moving wvehic!
there s no acceleration, the pass
cannot discaver evidence of their motion
by means of experiments wholly carried

NATURE

August 20, 1955 vou 176

JUBILEE OF RELATIVITY THEORY

CONFERENCE AT BERNE
LBERT EINSTEIN published his famous first

paper on relativity theory in 1905, during the
time when he was employed in the Swiss Patent

in Berne. In celebration of the jubilee of that

, & conference wus held at Berne during July
11-16 this year. It was organized by a special com-
mittee of professors in the Swiss universities under
the chairmanship of Prof. Wolfgang Pauli (Zurich)
and with Prof. André Mercier (Berne) as secretary ;
Prof. Pauli also presided over the conference itself.
Almost one hundred mathematicians, astronomers
and physicists from some twenty different countries
were present as guests of the organizing committee.



1959 - International Committee on GRG

P.G. Bergmann, Syracuse University (N.Y.)

H. Bondi, King's College London

C. Cattaneo, University of Rome

B.S. DeWitt, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (N.C.)
P.A. Dirac, University of Cambridge

V.A. Fock, University of Leningrad

L. Infeld, University of Warsaw

D. lvanenko, University of Moscow

A. Lichnerowicz, College de France, Paris, Co-President
A. Mercier, University, of Bern, Secretary

Chr. Moeller University of Copenhagen

N. Rosen, Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa

L. Rosenfeld, Nordita, Copenhagen

J.L. Synge, Institute for advanced Studies, Dublin

M.-A. Tonnelat, Professor at the Sorbonne, Paris, Co-President
J.A. Wheeler, Princeton University (N.J.)



1961 - Bulletin on GRG

22 Topics of GRG and their abbreviation

Can
Cons
Coord
Cosm
Eldyn
Exp
General
Geomdyn
Lin

Math

Matter

Motion
n-body
Cther
Part. sol
Phil

o

Rad
SpR
Spin
Star
Unif
Unif(s)
Unif(as)

Canonical formalism, Lagrangians, Variation principle etc.

Concervation laws, energy-momentum tensor etc.

T.uestions of codrdinates, special codrdinates, etc.

Cosmology

Electrodynamics, questions of-, Maxwell's equations etc.

Experiment(s), experimental proposals or checks, redshift =tc.

Generalities, fundamentals etc.

Geometrodynamics (and topology, if not under Math)

Lincarized equations

Ruestions of Mathematics (Mathematical methods, Differential

geometry, Riemannian geometry, Affine geometry, Finslerian

geometry, Axiomatics etc.)

Hydrodynamics, Thermodynamics, Interior case, Gases, Fluids,

Rigid frames etc.

Equations of motion, special motions (Kepler and other)

n-body Problem:

Other theories of gravitation

Farticular solution(s), Classifications, Empty spaces etc.
ilosophy (of special or of general Relativity, Causality, Time,

Space etc.)

Zuantization

Radiation and gravitational waves

Special Relativity Theory

Spinors in GRG

Stellar models, questions of stellar astronomy or astrophysics

Unified field theories (5-dim., skew-symm.,, Finslerian etc.)

Five-dimensional unified field theory

Anti- (skew-) symmetric, i.e. Einstein-Schrédinger unified

field theory

Editor: André Mercier

James L,

spartment of Fh

NOWITT R.

Department of Fhy

racuse University

socur & la Faculté des Sciences
Bordeaux (France), détaché & Radat

ady La TRUEL
¥France (Lozbre)
free: G

Jareii

General Relativity and Gravitation

DDENDA TO LIST OF PUBLICATIONS Part I - Part IV

ADAM Madge G.

(Discr ge, M.G.

Adam, S. Mandelstam, L.Essen,

D.W.3ciama, G.J.Whitrow,

5. Weinberg)

The cbservational tests of gravita

tion theory (Proc.Roy.Soc.A270,297(304),
1962) -

ADAMSKI V.B.

Local invariance and the theory
of compensating fields
AHM/
On the combination of probability
and relati (Ann.Acad.Sci.fenn.(A)VI(Phys.
3, 1962)



IAU NEWS
BULLETIN

]—l'ucs(la\. \ugust 15. 1961

Bl‘l'kc'lq'\ ( :.lli‘nl nia

With the Exhibits




[AU NEWS TS
BULLETIN

l—'l‘uc.sdu\. August 15, 196l ‘

1IONTHLY BULLETIN
of
Berkeley, California ERoR; TI0K

With the Exhibits

CALENDAR

1947 16 BRUSSELS Corrsisaion on population

1947 s Commission on air photography

1947 IUB: Smposiun "Rare slemonta in vetogibles"
Nov, 1947 IGU it Corrafssion on agrarian Geography

Des, 1547 Synposiun isation of biologleoal
control?
o :‘. » ) Boginning 194& IVE.P BRUSSELI Corx:198%on on Thormndynxiiea
in the Orion

he $6ine . Jloroe . . 2-3 Fob, 1948 omNEVE Exooutive Oomaittoo
sl twa enlargin . , 5
' rly Juno 1948 ALZS (France) Internition.l Congroas of &
1948

1948 1OL N Cor on the interaction of o
aninals (Invited m

1948 HIL 3 ongre \ysi0logy
3 als
1948 IV STOCEHOLY VII Intornational Genotical Congrosa

bt & 8 1943 IUPAP AMSTERDW! Syaposiuc on the phyafce of n6tals

ballocn and payloa 1943 IUPAP QOTERD U General . ly Int, Unicm af N

During the carly part of
the weet, M. Schwarz 1548 IUB3 STOCKHOLM
schild was photograph-

ed while preparing the

scale model of the

Stratoscope |l for dis.

play. The project is be

ng carried on by 820CEHOIM
Princeton University S crland
Observatery ..m...‘w wes
National Sei

ation  aid.




1961 - Bulletin on GRG

22 Topics of GRG and their abbreviation

Can
Cons
Coord
Cosm
Eldyn
Exp
General
Geomdyn
Lin

Math

Matter

Motion
n-body
Cther
Part. sol
Phil

o

Rad
SpR
Spin
Star
Unif
Unif(s)
Unif(as)

Canonical formalism, Lagrangians, Variation principle etc.

Concervation laws, energy-momentum tensor etc.

T.uestions of codrdinates, special codrdinates, etc.

Cosmology

Electrodynamics, questions of-, Maxwell's equations etc.

Experiment(s), experimental proposals or checks, redshift =tc.

Generalities, fundamentals etc.

Geometrodynamics (and topology, if not under Math)

Lincarized equations

Ruestions of Mathematics (Mathematical methods, Differential

geometry, Riemannian geometry, Affine geometry, Finslerian

geometry, Axiomatics etc.)

Hydrodynamics, Thermodynamics, Interior case, Gases, Fluids,

Rigid frames etc.

Equations of motion, special motions (Kepler and other)

n-body Problem:

Other theories of gravitation

Farticular solution(s), Classifications, Empty spaces etc.
ilosophy (of special or of general Relativity, Causality, Time,

Space etc.)

Zuantization

Radiation and gravitational waves

Special Relativity Theory

Spinors in GRG

Stellar models, questions of stellar astronomy or astrophysics

Unified field theories (5-dim., skew-symm.,, Finslerian etc.)

Five-dimensional unified field theory

Anti- (skew-) symmetric, i.e. Einstein-Schrédinger unified

field theory

Editor: André Mercier

James L,

spartment of Fh

NOWITT R.

Department of Fhy

racuse University

socur & la Faculté des Sciences
Bordeaux (France), détaché & Radat

ady La TRUEL
¥France (Lozbre)
free: G

Jareii

General Relativity and Gravitation

DDENDA TO LIST OF PUBLICATIONS Part I - Part IV

ADAM Madge G.

(Discr ge, M.G.

Adam, S. Mandelstam, L.Essen,

D.W.3ciama, G.J.Whitrow,

5. Weinberg)

The cbservational tests of gravita

tion theory (Proc.Roy.Soc.A270,297(304),
1962) -

ADAMSKI V.B.

Local invariance and the theory
of compensating fields
AHM/
On the combination of probability
and relati (Ann.Acad.Sci.fenn.(A)VI(Phys.
3, 1962)



1965 - London Conference (GR4)

PROCES-VERBAL SUCCINCT DES SEANCES DU COMITE GRG

tenues 3 Londres les 30 juin et 7 jaillet 1965 & 1'Enperial College IncreaS|ng of the membership (24)

Premibre adance, 30 pina 17 b

Sont excuaés: les prof. Dirac (rendu % 1s sesalon des Prix Nobel de Lindaa) InCIUde relatIVIStIC aStrophySICs (V'
ot Ivanenko (retemu professionnellement X Moscou). Ganburg)

Sant an cutre présents: les g Bergmann, Bondi, Cattaneo, DeWitt, Fock,
s O O e

COéhénlan, Lichnérowicz, Mgller, Petrov, Rosen, Rosenfeld,

Synge, Mme Tonnelat, Utlyama, Wheeler, Mercier. Equal number Soviet and US scientists

Ordre du jours Les divers points de | "ordre da jour risquant d'empléter en
Bartie les uns sur les aatres, il est convenu, sur propodition du président,

de procéder b 1l'examen des points dans 1'ordre sulvant (su liou do |'ordre RElatIOnS Wlth IU PAP
du jour amnoncé) :

1. Prechaine Conférence internationale

2. Zlections ot mouvesux membres

+ Relatlons avec |'UIPPA Communication channels: Coordinated

Autres réunions
. Cinguantenaire de la RG
. Balletin et secrétariat,. Guestions connexes. monographs
. Divers

« Une affiliation a I’'Union de physique pure et appliquée risquerait de
faire de nous des physiciens purs et appliqués seulement, alors que
GRG ressortit aussi et nettement aux mathématiques, a I'astronomie et
a la mécanique, qui not chacune leur union internationale »

André Lichnerowicz



September 1968 - Conference Tbilisi GR5

List of scholars to be invited:
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September 1968 - Conference Tbilisi GR5

List of scholars to be invited:

Six-Day War 5-10 June 1967



Crisis and Negotiation

Preside""

Vladimir Fo&k—

Hermann Bondi



September 1968 - Conference Tbilisi GR5

List of Israeli scholars to be invited:

Asher
Peres

“IThe Thbilisi Conference] cannot at present be
regarded as truly international and is therefore
not the foreseen meeting sponsored by the
international Committee on GRG but a Soviet
organized meeting to which numerous foreign
scientists have been invited. To avoid
misunderstanding |, as President of the
international Committee, will not attend the
meeting [...] | see no reason why the change in
the character of the meeting should lead any
other than myself to cancel his proposed
attendance” Bondi to Bergmann, Aug 29, 1968



September 1968 Conference Tbilisi GR5

e

ey

20 Aug 1968
Warsaw Pact troops invade Czechoslovakia



Social Dispersion

Peter Bergmann




Institutional consequences

“It is understood that sponsorship of the
conference by the International Committee
implies that the host country makes timely
entrance possible for every scientists
recommended for participation by the
International committee.”

“The Committee invites the Secretary to
submit a statement on the responsibilities and
the duties of the Secretary.”

Fock is elected President.
Proposal for discussing and deciding rules for

the retirement of members and the elections
of new ones.
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1970 - Journal GRG

Editor: André Mercier

‘[R]elativists have to look for
their bread in all sorts of
bakeries that sell mostly a lot
of wares which are not what
they seek. The literature is
disseminated in a way
unbearable in our day of
functionalism” (Mercier 1970,

p.6)



1970 - Journal GRG

Editor: André Mercier

, Yol. 1, No. 1 (1970), pp. 1-7

EDIToRIAL

“[R]elativists have to look for
their bread in all sorts of
bakeries that sell mostly a lot
of wares which are not what
they seek. The literature is
disseminated in a way
unbearable in our day of
functionalism” (Mercier 1970,

p.6)

er, Contrarily to Galil

Professor Hermamn Bondi, P.R.S
Director Gemeral

114 Avenue de X

92 = Neuilly sur Seime, Framce

“[Mercier] is entitled to open up a new journal, against the advice of his friends if he wishes
to do so. To do so in the name of the Committee is a different matter. | consider it a serious
threat to the continuity of the Committee if Mercier can go ahead and proceed in the name
of the Committee [...] basing his authorization on a mail vote arranged by himself, in which

less than half of the membership voted.” Bergmann to Bondi, 8 October 1969



1971 - Copenhagen Conference GR6

Ve Decision to found an
International Society

GR7 in Israel

Robinson

Braginsky

Thorne



New Structures?

DEUTSCHE AXADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN ZU BERLIN
Forachungsbereich Koamische FPhysik - Der Lediter
1502 Potisdam-Babelsberg, Eosa-Lixemburg-Str, 17a, den 15.7.M
62/M

Prof. Dr, H,«J, Treder

Luftpogt]

Herra

frf . Dro A, Mercier
Univeraitét Berd

Instituy fir Theoreticche Fhysik

Sidleratrases 5
Q3000 B n /8

Licber Kollege Mercier!

Die Mitarbeiter meines Instituts haben nich @ber das
organigatorische Geschehen wihrend der Kopenhsgener Korferenz
unterrichtet, Ich muf offen geatehen, dal mich die Form dieses
Geschehena sehr befremdet hat und das Ergebnis nich mit tiefer
Sorge erfilly, Offembar ist das Gravi tations-omites unver
astaricem Iruck von suBer in einer wenlg schinen Form dezimierd
und praktisch gerstdrs worden, ¥de neu projektierten Organi-
sxtionsformen leiden schon unter dar Tatsache, 446 die bel der

EKopenhagener Eonferesnz Anwesenden wedar durch die Art der
Binladung noch durch das rein sufdillige Zahlenverh&ltnis re-
présentativ dafiir waren, iiber Bildung, Aufgaben und Zusssmen—
setzung eliner internationalen Organisation zu befinden.

Ich bin daher sehr dankbar, daB offenbar mein Brief an Bie
und Ngller sowie meine durch Fook miindliek ibermittelte An-
gicht ale mein Verzicht suf weitere Nitwirkung in der umge-

H J 1 r e n Tred e r bildeten Crganisation aufgefalt wordem ist, In der Tat ire
a n S- u g wir eine Mitarbeit unter den neuen Bedingungen nicht mehr
noglich und ich bestitige, falls es erforderlich sein sollte,
nocknels suedricklich meinen Auatritt, Ioh mus Sie aber darauf
hinweisen, daf diese Unm ichkelt einer weiteren Mitwiriung
oieh¥ pur fiir mich persdnlich, sondern such flr die Mitarbeiter




Individual
Scientists

Negotiated Statute

This is a short note to you im your capacity as a member o
committee to draft a constitution for the international organization of
relativity physicists. My message is simple: It seems to me that, to
be viable, our organization must be composed ¢ d 1 scientists
and not of national delegations. On the other hand, the Soviet bureau-
cracy insists om regarding all such organizations as composed of national
delegations. Somehow, & constitution must be drafted which makes it
perfectly clear that ours is an organization of individual scientists;
but the phraseology should probably be such that Soviet bureaucrats can
misinterpret it if they wish. T had a deep discussion of th issue with
Braginsky in Varenna last summer; and by now you may have discussed it
with him yourself. He said that he would try to draft suitable wording.
On the other hand, he will be under enormous pressure to produce a draft
of the constitution which resembles constitutions for such organizations
as the TAU and IUPAP, I regard such a constitution as unacceptable. If
your committee comes up with guch a constitution, I would expect to lead
the vigorous fight, both in the International Committee, and on the floor
of the "assembly" (presumably in Israel) to get it changed.

National
Delegations
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First draft

November 1972

Draft COMITE GRAVITATION ET RELATIVITE

GOMMITTEE ON GENERAL RELATIVITY AND GRAVITATION
Constitution of The International Society BERNE
3012 RERD

TITUT DE PHYSIQUE THEORIQUE Sidlersteasse 5

for DE L'UNIVERSITE

November 1972 M/eb
General Relativity and Gravitation

Article ) “Affiliation of our To Relatiuete

throughout the World
The name of this Association shall be the International Society -

. .
for General Relativity and Gravitation (GRG). Its objects shall I’rl rrl | l th
be to promote the study of GRG and to exchange information in CO I ee WI

the interest of its members and the profession.

On its formation the Society is governed by this Constitution I U Pl ‘P Wou Id be

and the legislation of Switzerland governing private Assoc

Dear Colleagues,

At the International Conference GRS on General Relativity and Gravitation held at

Copenhagen in July 1971, an ad hoc Assembly of Scientists adopted & Resolution
welcome and Cou according to whicn
The creation of an International Society on GRG wa

Article 2 . . :
”
The Society shall hold regular General Assemblies, as a rule be negotlated a Special Statute Committee was elected and instructed as to prepare &

every three years, and in addition thereto hold or sponsor Draft Constitution (Statutes) of the said Society, which has be don
smaller symposia and publish a journal and other information

of general interest to its members, various other steps (election of 8 members of the International Committees

on GRG, etc.) were taken.
All notices addressed to the Secretary at his regular office are
regarded to be duly served on the Society, The said Assembly expressed the wish that the Draft Constitution be circulated among
all known interested scientists long before a new Assembly could formally approve
the text, in order to allow for amendments to be taken into consideration.

Article 3 The Statute Committee has instructed me as to submit the Draft to a lawyer in order to|
to have a text which is in agreement with the & f the country where the
seat of the Society is meant to be chosen. The necessity to have a juridically cor-
rect wording is urgent, for in case controversies should arise

clude the case, even among scientists, - we must be in a position to

Statutes correctly.

Any person who is holding a University or equivalent position
and is the author of one or more publications in the field of GRG
shall be eligible to individual membership in the Society.

Scientific organisations such as Academies or University Depart-
ments whether corporate or not shall be eligible to corporate

membership, They shall appoint at least three but not more than
fifteen delegates who would be eligible to individual membership.

It is my pleasure today to send you all a copy of the Oraft Constitution
now.

If a friend of yours unknown to us wants to have & copy, let him simply ask for it
t the sbove address.

a
Applications for membership endorsed by 2 members whether

corporate or individual shall be addressed to the Secretary. You are all invited to comment upon this Draft. But please think first that if I

receive a few hundred amendments, the tesk will be quasi impossible to revise again.
The Statute Committee has taken care of the general wishes of the Assembly and cc
sidered carefully the limit conditions under which such 2 Society shall work. The
lawyer, who is juridic Counselor of one of the foreign Embassiesat Berne (Switzer-

The members shall pay annual Society dues in such amount as

shall be from time to time determined by resolution in General
Assembly, Corporate members shall pay one due per each del

gate,




Responses

“After discussion with colleagues who received this draft we have found it in
many respect inadmissible for Soviet gravitationists.” A. A. Sokolov to Mercier,
10 Jan 73

“There are grave doubts concerning the Draft and the nature of the proposed in
this way Society. For our gravitationists the structure of the old Committee,
may be [sic] extended in some natural way, would be much more welcomed.”
N. V. Mitskiévi¢ to Mercier, 11 Jan 1973

“Within the next couple of months some of us here in the United States will try
to prepare a document summarizing comments or suggested modifications of
the draft you sent out last December.” Bergmann and Goldberg to Mercier, 25
Jan 1973.



Mercier’s negotiation

“The baby called International Society on GRG is far from being born
yet. Not only you but Soviet Colleagues and others seem to prepare the
attack against the draft, although we have done all we could in order to
have a structure which would allow for everybody to join. [...] Thank for
your wishes about a year of peace. If it proves one among relativists,
then we shall be blessed, but | have the great fear that this will not
succeed ...” Mercier to Bergmann and Goldberg, 1 Feb 1973

“I should like to call your attention that the present Draft has provision
which should make it easy for Sovjet Scientists to collaborate through
their belonging to official Institutions which could become corporate
members. | do hope that you will understand that something must be
set up which can satisfy all parties involved. | am making the greatest
efforts to meet everybody’s desires, but | wish everybody would also
make own efforts to meet the others half-way. Actually the Draft is in my
opinion very favourable to Sovjet Scientists.” Mercier to Sokolov and
Mitskiévic, 1 Feb 73



How/Where Found the Society?

“I have the impression that we shall finally find a solution to our problems,
but I‘d like you to understand that many scientist do not agree that a political
cause of unilateral nature should prevent the organization of our
international scientific Conference at a place which has been by IUPAP been
considered as perfectly acceptable.” Mercier to lvanenko, 21 December 1972



OMITE INTERNATIONAL
OK ET RELATIVITE GENERA

ERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON
RELATIVITY AND YAVITATIO!

MEZMBEAS: P. G. Bergmann (Syracuse), B. Bertotti (Fr v B.
(Parin), J. 3 , V.A. Pock {Lanirgrad), J. Géhén
{Mo3. C. W. Xilmister (London), A. Lichnérowlicz (Paris)
AOVikov (HomCow), A.PApApetrou (Paris), N.Rosen (Maifa), L.Rosenfe
. D.W. Sciama (Oxford), J.L. Synge (Dublin), K.5. Thorne (Pasad
axa), P.C. Vaidya (Ahmedabad), J. Weber (College Park, Maryland)

SECRETARIAT:
INSTITUT DE PHYSIQUS THEORIQUE
CE L'UNIVERSITE

To Relativ
the World

Dear Colleagues,

1 text of a Constitution for th L :
S N GENERAL RELATIVITY AND GRAVITATION
accepted by the Committee
Hence I am in a position to ask
-lety.

If this is the ¢ in the enclosed Form and
it back to our Secr

S 1d ¢ vi similar letter
but wants to join as well, £i11 in i

rm. Thank you.

As soon as 150 applications
received, I am entitled to declare the

With kind regards.

Secretary




INTERNATIONAL
GRAVITAT RELATIVITE GENERALE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON
GENERAL RELATIVITY AND GRAVITATION

HEMBEAS) P. G. Bergmann (Syracuse), B. Bertotti (Fr , V. . Braginsky [Moscow], Mme ¥, Choquet-Br
, J. Enlars (Manichl, V.A. Fock {lLaningrad), J. Géhénlas (Brussels), W, lsrael (Bdmoaton),
C. W. Xilmister (toedon), A. Lichnérowicz (Paris), A. Mercler (Betne), Chc. Méller
AOVikOV (HOmCOW), A.PApApetrou (Paris), N.Rosen (Maifa), L.Rosenfeld (Co S
L.Schhutzer (Jens), D.W. Sciama (Oxford), J.L. Synge (Dublin), K.5. Thorne (Pasadena) , A.Trautman
k. Utiyana {Osaka), ».C. Vaidya (Anmedabad), J. Weber (College Park, Maryland)

SECRETARIAT:

INSTITUT DE PHYSIQUS THEORIQUE
O L'UNIVERSITE

Rerne, 10th October, 1973

To Relativists throughout
the World

Dear Colleagues,

The final text of a Constitution for the founding of the new
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY ON GENERAL RELATIVITY AND GRAVITATION
accepted by the Committee on GRG. You will find it in the enclos
Hence I am in a position to ask you whether you wish to join the new
Society. ’

If this is the case, please fill in the enclosed Fomm and send
it back to our Secretariat.

Should you know of anyone who did not receive a similar letter
but wants to join as well, would you please have him £i11 in a similar

Form. Thank you.

As soon as 150 applications from at least 10 nati have been
received, I am entitled to declare the Society in existence.

With kind regards.

André Mercier

Secretary

MEMBERS

(varis), J. Ehlers (Munich), v.A, Fock (Leningrad), <
(Mczaow) , C. W. Kilmister (Lendon). A. Lich

1. D. hovikov (Moscow), A.Papapetrou (Paris)
E.Schmutzer (Jens), D.W. Sciena {(Oxford), J.
R. Utiyama (Osaka), P.C. Vaidya (Ahzedabad) , J. Weber (Colle

SECRETAR
INSTITUT

P. G. Bergnann (Syracusel, B. pertottl (Prascati),

COMITE INTERNATIONAL
GRAVITATION ET RELATIVITE GEHERALE

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON
GEWERAL RELATIVITY ARD GRAVITATION

V. B. Braginsky (Moscow) , ¥me Y. Choguet-Bruhat
5. Généniay (Srussels), W.Isxael ( ton), D.Ivanenko
. vorcler (Barne), Cnr. srihagen) ,
18 (Copenhagen), A. 14 (hustinl,
. Thorne {Pasadena) , A.Trautman (Warsaw),

ge Pari, Maryland). .

3012 BERNE (Suisse)
IQUE THEORIQUE sidlerstrosse 5

DE L'UNIVERSITE

Berne, 7th January, 1974

Professor C]I)ristizm Méller
Kiirkoppel 5

BRD - 2300 Kiel

dear President,

It is my pleasure to let you know that up to this date, including
both individual members and as many votes as coorporate members from
2% nations have paid for, there are 166 members of the International
Society on GRG. Hence, the Society is to be declard in existence.

It is unfortunately just too late to allow for an invitation to a
regular general assenbly of the Society, for our constitution requires a
six months notice and GR 7 will last 24 through 28 June 1974.

I shall therefore call for an ad hoc assembly, asking our members to
accept this exceptional procedure. The list of nominees will in any case
not be ready before a few weeks time, whereas it should also be
circulated 6 months in advance!

Including votes for coorporate members, the numbers per nation are
the following:

USA: 62 - France: 20 - Canada: 16 - Ttaly: 10 - Australia: 7 =
United Kingdom: 7 - BRD: 6 - Japan: 5 . Switzerland: 5 - Austria: 4 -
Belgium: 4 - Brazil: 4 - UK 3 - Argentine: 2 - India: 2 - Ireland:
2 - CSSR: 1 - Demmark: 1 - Finland: 1 - Israel: 1 - Norway: 1 - South
Africa: 1 - Syria: 1.

1 expect that more applications will still come (some have reached us
but payments were not yet received) .




Announcement

ruary, 1974

X the
lu tora f.timwl Society on GRG

Pear Celleague,

It is my pleasure to 1
on ORC is now definitely com
Thank you for your collabors

you
i

ot
:1

<
i

international business evolves very slow
le¢ to acc e process of our constitution.
the conte wr statutes, we are too latce to call for
, triennal GRG-Conforonce calle
hic’ l'z to b June 23vd, 1974
1 e not only
inter
3 he put on the ,\*crdq viz. t
bers of the Casmitte, for this requires a
ugh a Nowinating Conmittee which hae not been elec
then, articles 13).

, ouy Presldent Professcr Méller

mw F the wwle prosent Comitee the
following has been decided

1. The Internationel Seciety on CRC shall e celled to an ad-ioc
Assembly during GR 7 at Tel-Avlv. The AGENDA shall be very
simple: 1. Ceneral Information. Pinancial Situation,

(Thore is no Treasurer's report yet).
Election of ¢
flection of

1975 Affiliated Commission of IUPAP — AC.2



Conclusions/Questions

The role of scientists-community builders
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Connection between socio-institutional history
and the mechanisms of production of knowledge
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