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  Decision	
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GRG	
  Chronology	
  

1955	
  Bern	
  Conference	
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  Royaumont	
  Conference	
  –	
  GR2	
  

1959	
  InternaBonal	
  CommiLee	
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1970	
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  RelaBvity	
  and	
  GravitaBon	
  	
  

1971	
  Decision	
  InternaBonal	
  Society	
  on	
  GRG	
  

1974	
  Establishment	
  InternaBonal	
  Society	
  on	
  GRG	
  

1975	
  IUPAP	
  Affiliated	
  Commission	
  on	
  GRG	
  –	
  AC.2	
  

	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



StraighSorward	
  process?	
  



The	
  process	
  of	
  interna'onal	
  insBtuBonalizaBon	
  of	
  GRG	
  was	
  peculiar	
  
	
  

StraighSorward	
  process?	
  



The	
  process	
  of	
  interna'onal	
  insBtuBonalizaBon	
  of	
  GRG	
  was	
  peculiar	
  
	
  
Controversial	
  steps	
  embedded	
  in	
  the	
  Cold	
  War	
  	
  	
  

StraighSorward	
  process?	
  



Contexts	
  



Post-­‐war	
  re-­‐establishment	
  of	
  internaGonal	
  collaboraGon	
  
	
  
	
  

Contexts	
  



1945	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Astronomical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  	
  
Pure	
  and	
  Applied	
  Chemistry	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Radio	
  Science	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  
of	
  Pure	
  and	
  	
  
Applied	
  Physics	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Geographical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Biological	
  Science	
  



1945	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Astronomical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  	
  
Pure	
  and	
  Applied	
  Chemistry	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Radio	
  Science	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  
of	
  Pure	
  and	
  	
  
Applied	
  Physics	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Geographical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Biological	
  Science	
  



1945	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Astronomical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  	
  
Pure	
  and	
  Applied	
  Chemistry	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Radio	
  Science	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  
of	
  Pure	
  and	
  	
  
Applied	
  Physics	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Geographical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Biological	
  Science	
  

1954	
  

1957	
  



1945	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Astronomical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  	
  
Pure	
  and	
  Applied	
  Chemistry	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Radio	
  Science	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  
of	
  Pure	
  and	
  	
  
Applied	
  Physics	
  

InternaBonal	
  
Geographical	
  Union	
  

InternaBonal	
  Union	
  of	
  
Biological	
  Science	
  

1954	
  

1957	
  

1958	
  
COSPAR	
  
CommiLee	
  on	
  Space	
  Research	
  	
  



NaBonal	
  Memberships	
  

1931	
  Statutes	
  ICSU	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  Art.	
  3	
  The	
  InternaBonal	
  Council	
  of	
  ScienBfic	
  Unions	
  consists	
  of	
  a	
  naBonal	
  scienBfic	
  
	
  organizaBon	
  from	
  each	
  country	
  which	
  has	
  adhered	
  to	
  the	
  Council	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  
	
  InternaBonal	
  Unions.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  Art.	
  4	
  A	
  country	
  may	
  join	
  the	
  InternaBonal	
  Council	
  either	
  through	
  its	
  principal	
  
	
  Academy,	
  or	
  through	
  its	
  naBonal	
  Research	
  Council,	
  or	
  through	
  some	
  other	
  
	
  naBonal	
  insBtuBon	
  or	
  associaBon	
  of	
  insBtuBons,	
  or,	
  in	
  absence	
  of	
  these,	
  through	
  its	
  
	
  Government.	
  	
  

	
  



1947	
  InternaBonal	
  Commissions	
  on	
  specific	
  fields	
  
	
  
1947	
  Affiliated	
  Commissions	
  

	
  Group	
  of	
  scienBsts	
  recognized	
  by	
  the	
  IUPAP	
  General	
  Assembly,	
  
	
  but	
  appointed	
  by	
  different	
  scienBfic	
  bodies	
  	
  

	
  
1948	
  Affiliated	
  Commission	
  on	
  OpBcs	
  -­‐	
  AC.	
  1	
  	
  

	
  NaBonal	
  membership	
  
	
  

IUPAP	
  Structural	
  TransformaBons	
  



Post-­‐war	
  re-­‐establishment	
  of	
  internaBonal	
  collaboraBon	
  
	
  
	
  

Contexts	
  



Post-­‐war	
  re-­‐establishment	
  of	
  internaBonal	
  collaboraBon	
  
	
  
	
  
Progressive	
  anglophoniza*on	
  of	
  the	
  scienGfic	
  language	
  

Contexts	
  



ScienBfic	
  Language(s)	
  



The	
  StarBng	
  Point	
  
Bern	
  Conference	
  1955	
  

André	
  Mercier	
  

The	
  Secretary	
  	
  The	
  Chairman	
  

Wolfgang	
  Pauli	
  	
  
	
  



Criteria	
  
	
  
Authority	
  	
  
	
  
Personal	
  relaBonships	
  
	
  
Further	
  internaBonal	
  collaboraBon	
  



Criteria	
  
	
  
Authority	
  
	
  
Personal	
  relaBonships	
  
	
  
Further	
  internaBonal	
  collaboraBon	
  





1957	
  

1957	
  



1959	
  -­‐	
  InternaBonal	
  CommiLee	
  on	
  GRG	
  
 
P.G. Bergmann, Syracuse University (N.Y.) 
H. Bondi, King's College London 
C. Cattaneo, University of Rome  
B.S. DeWitt, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (N.C.) 
P.A. Dirac, University of Cambridge  
V.A. Fock, University of Leningrad  
L. Infeld, University of Warsaw  
D. Ivanenko, University of Moscow  
A. Lichnerowicz, College de France, Paris, Co-President   
A. Mercier, University, of Bern, Secretary 
Chr. Moeller University of Copenhagen  
N. Rosen, Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa  
L. Rosenfeld, Nordita, Copenhagen  
J.L. Synge, Institute for advanced Studies, Dublin  
M.-A. Tonnelat, Professor at the Sorbonne, Paris, Co-President 
J.A. Wheeler, Princeton University (N.J.)	
  



1961	
  -­‐	
  BulleBn	
  on	
  GRG	
  	
  
Editor:	
  André	
  Mercier	
  







1961	
  -­‐	
  BulleBn	
  on	
  GRG	
  	
  
Editor:	
  André	
  Mercier	
  



1965	
  -­‐	
  London	
  Conference	
  (GR4)	
  	
  
Increasing	
  of	
  the	
  membership	
  (24)	
  	
  
	
  
Include	
  relaBvisBc	
  astrophysics	
  (V.	
  
Ginzburg)	
  
	
  
Equal	
  number	
  Soviet	
  and	
  US	
  scienBsts	
  
	
  
RelaBons	
  with	
  IUPAP	
  	
  
	
  	
  
CommunicaBon	
  channels:	
  Coordinated	
  
monographs	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

«	
  Une	
  affiliaBon	
  a	
  l’Union	
  de	
  physique	
  pure	
  et	
  appliquée	
  risquerait	
  de	
  
faire	
  de	
  nous	
  des	
  physiciens	
  purs	
  et	
  appliqués	
  seulement,	
  alors	
  que	
  
GRG	
  ressorBt	
  aussi	
  et	
  neLement	
  aux	
  mathémaBques,	
  à	
  l’astronomie	
  et	
  
à	
  la	
  mécanique,	
  qui	
  not	
  chacune	
  leur	
  union	
  internaBonale	
  »	
  
	
  

André	
  Lichnerowicz	
  



September	
  1968	
  -­‐	
  Conference	
  Tbilisi	
  GR5	
  
List	
  of	
  scholars	
  to	
  be	
  invited:	
  

Nathan	
  
Rosen	
  

Moshe	
  
Carmeli	
  

Asher	
  
Peres	
  



September	
  1968	
  -­‐	
  Conference	
  Tbilisi	
  GR5	
  
List	
  of	
  scholars	
  to	
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Six-­‐Day	
  War	
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  1967	
  



September	
  1968	
  -­‐	
  Conference	
  Tbilisi	
  GR5	
  
List	
  of	
  scholars	
  to	
  be	
  invited:	
  

Six-­‐Day	
  War	
  5-­‐10	
  June	
  1967	
  



Crisis	
  and	
  NegoBaBon	
  

Hermann	
  Bondi	
  
Vladimir	
  Fock	
  	
  

The	
  	
  
President	
  

The	
  
Organizer	
  



September	
  1968	
  -­‐	
  Conference	
  Tbilisi	
  GR5	
  
List	
  of	
  Israeli	
  scholars	
  to	
  be	
  invited:	
  

Asher	
  
Peres	
  

“[The	
  Tbilisi	
  Conference]	
  cannot	
  at	
  present	
  be	
  
regarded	
  as	
  truly	
  internaBonal	
  and	
  is	
  therefore	
  
not	
  the	
  foreseen	
  meeBng	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  
internaBonal	
  CommiLee	
  on	
  GRG	
  but	
  a	
  Soviet	
  
organized	
  meeBng	
  to	
  which	
  numerous	
  foreign	
  
scienBsts	
  have	
  been	
  invited.	
  To	
  avoid	
  
misunderstanding	
  I,	
  as	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  
internaBonal	
  CommiLee,	
  will	
  not	
  aLend	
  the	
  
meeBng	
  […]	
  I	
  see	
  no	
  reason	
  why	
  the	
  change	
  in	
  
the	
  character	
  of	
  the	
  meeBng	
  should	
  lead	
  any	
  
other	
  than	
  myself	
  to	
  cancel	
  his	
  proposed	
  
aLendance”	
  Bondi	
  to	
  Bergmann,	
  Aug	
  29,	
  1968	
  	
  	
  	
  



20	
  Aug	
  1968	
  	
  	
  
Warsaw	
  Pact	
  troops	
  invade	
  Czechoslovakia	
  

“In	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  armed	
  intervenBon	
  
in	
  Czechoslovakia	
  recommend	
  not	
  
to	
  go	
  to	
  Tiflis	
  Conference“	
  

September	
  1968	
  Conference	
  Tbilisi	
  GR5	
  



Social	
  Dispersion	
  

Peter	
  Bergmann	
  



InsBtuBonal	
  consequences	
  
“It	
  is	
  understood	
  that	
  sponsorship	
  of	
  the	
  
conference	
  by	
  the	
  InternaBonal	
  CommiLee	
  
implies	
  that	
  the	
  host	
  country	
  makes	
  Bmely	
  
entrance	
  possible	
  for	
  every	
  scienBsts	
  
recommended	
  for	
  parBcipaBon	
  by	
  the	
  
InternaBonal	
  commiLee.”	
  	
  
	
  
“The	
  CommiLee	
  invites	
  the	
  Secretary	
  to	
  
submit	
  a	
  statement	
  on	
  the	
  responsibiliBes	
  and	
  
the	
  duBes	
  of	
  the	
  Secretary.”	
  
	
  
Fock	
  is	
  elected	
  President.	
  
	
  
Proposal	
  for	
  discussing	
  and	
  deciding	
  rules	
  for	
  
the	
  reBrement	
  of	
  members	
  and	
  the	
  elecBons	
  
of	
  new	
  ones.	
  	
  



1970	
  -­‐	
  Journal	
  GRG	
  

“[R]elativists have to look for 
their bread in all sorts of 
bakeries that sell mostly a lot 
of wares which are not what 
they seek. The literature is 
disseminated in a way 
unbearable in our day of 
functionalism” (Mercier 1970, 
p.6)  

Editor:	
  André	
  Mercier	
  



1970	
  -­‐	
  Journal	
  GRG	
  

“[Mercier]	
  is	
  enBtled	
  to	
  open	
  up	
  a	
  new	
  journal,	
  against	
  the	
  advice	
  of	
  his	
  friends	
  if	
  he	
  wishes	
  
to	
  do	
  so.	
  To	
  do	
  so	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  CommiLee	
  is	
  a	
  different	
  maLer.	
  I	
  consider	
  it	
  a	
  serious	
  
threat	
  to	
  the	
  conBnuity	
  of	
  the	
  CommiLee	
  if	
  Mercier	
  can	
  go	
  ahead	
  and	
  proceed	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  
of	
  the	
  CommiLee	
  [...]	
  basing	
  his	
  authorizaBon	
  on	
  a	
  mail	
  vote	
  arranged	
  by	
  himself,	
  in	
  which	
  
less	
  than	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  membership	
  voted.”	
  Bergmann	
  to	
  Bondi,	
  8	
  October	
  1969	
  

“[R]elativists have to look for 
their bread in all sorts of 
bakeries that sell mostly a lot 
of wares which are not what 
they seek. The literature is 
disseminated in a way 
unbearable in our day of 
functionalism” (Mercier 1970, 
p.6)  

Editor:	
  André	
  Mercier	
  



1971	
  -­‐	
  Copenhagen	
  Conference	
  GR6	
  

Decision	
  to	
  found	
  an	
  
InternaBonal	
  Society	
  

	
  
GR7	
  in	
  Israel	
  

Ivor	
  	
  
Robinson	
  

Kip	
  S.	
  
Thorne	
  

Vladimir	
  	
  
Braginsky	
  



Hans-­‐Jürgen	
  Treder	
  

New	
  Structures?	
  



NegoBated	
  Statute	
  

Individual	
  	
  
ScienBsts	
  

NaBonal	
  	
  
DelegaBons	
  



LocaBon	
  GR7	
  

Dmitri	
  Ivanenko	
  



LocaBon	
  GR7	
  

Erice,	
  Sicily	
  

Dmitri	
  Ivanenko	
  



First	
  draw	
  
November	
  1972	
  

“AffiliaBon	
  of	
  our	
  
commiLee	
  with	
  
IUPAP	
  would	
  be	
  

welcome	
  and	
  could	
  
be	
  negoBated”	
  	
  



Responses	
  

“Awer	
  discussion	
  with	
  colleagues	
  who	
  received	
  this	
  draw	
  we	
  have	
  found	
  it	
  in	
  
many	
  respect	
  inadmissible	
  for	
  Soviet	
  gravitaBonists.”	
  A.	
  A.	
  Sokolov	
  to	
  Mercier,	
  
10	
  Jan	
  73	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
“There	
  are	
  grave	
  doubts	
  concerning	
  the	
  Draw	
  and	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  proposed	
  in	
  
this	
  way	
  Society.	
  For	
  our	
  gravitaBonists	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  the	
  old	
  CommiLee,	
  
may	
  be	
  [sic]	
  extended	
  in	
  some	
  natural	
  way,	
  would	
  be	
  much	
  more	
  welcomed.”	
  
N.	
  V.	
  Mitskiévič	
  to	
  Mercier,	
  11	
  Jan	
  1973	
  
	
  
	
  
“Within	
  the	
  next	
  couple	
  of	
  months	
  some	
  of	
  us	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  will	
  try	
  
to	
  prepare	
  a	
  document	
  summarizing	
  comments	
  or	
  suggested	
  modificaBons	
  of	
  
the	
  draw	
  you	
  sent	
  out	
  last	
  December.”	
  Bergmann	
  and	
  Goldberg	
  to	
  Mercier,	
  25	
  
Jan	
  1973.	
  
	
  
	
  



Mercier’s	
  negoBaBon	
  
	
  
“The	
  baby	
  called	
  InternaBonal	
  Society	
  	
  on	
  GRG	
  is	
  far	
  from	
  being	
  born	
  
yet.	
  Not	
  only	
  you	
  but	
  Soviet	
  Colleagues	
  and	
  others	
  seem	
  to	
  prepare	
  the	
  
aLack	
  against	
  the	
  draw,	
  although	
  we	
  have	
  done	
  all	
  we	
  could	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
have	
  a	
  structure	
  which	
  would	
  allow	
  for	
  everybody	
  to	
  join.	
  […]	
  Thank	
  for	
  
your	
  wishes	
  about	
  a	
  year	
  of	
  peace.	
  If	
  it	
  proves	
  one	
  among	
  relaBvists,	
  
then	
  we	
  shall	
  be	
  blessed,	
  but	
  I	
  have	
  the	
  great	
  fear	
  that	
  this	
  will	
  not	
  
succeed	
  …”	
  Mercier	
  to	
  Bergmann	
  and	
  Goldberg,	
  1	
  Feb	
  1973	
  	
  
	
  
“I	
  should	
  like	
  to	
  call	
  your	
  aLenBon	
  that	
  the	
  present	
  Draw	
  has	
  provision	
  
which	
  should	
  make	
  it	
  easy	
  for	
  Sovjet	
  ScienBsts	
  to	
  collaborate	
  through	
  
their	
  belonging	
  to	
  official	
  InsBtuBons	
  which	
  could	
  become	
  corporate	
  
members.	
  I	
  do	
  hope	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  understand	
  that	
  something	
  must	
  be	
  
set	
  up	
  which	
  can	
  saBsfy	
  all	
  parBes	
  involved.	
  I	
  am	
  making	
  the	
  greatest	
  
efforts	
  to	
  meet	
  everybody’s	
  desires,	
  but	
  I	
  wish	
  everybody	
  would	
  also	
  
make	
  own	
  efforts	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  others	
  half-­‐way.	
  Actually	
  the	
  Draw	
  is	
  in	
  my	
  
opinion	
  very	
  favourable	
  to	
  Sovjet	
  ScienBsts.”	
  Mercier	
  to	
  Sokolov	
  and	
  
Mitskiévič,	
  1	
  Feb	
  73	
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“I	
  have	
  the	
  impression	
  that	
  we	
  shall	
  finally	
  find	
  a	
  soluBon	
  to	
  our	
  problems,	
  
but	
  I‘d	
  like	
  you	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  many	
  scienBst	
  do	
  not	
  agree	
  that	
  a	
  poliBcal	
  
cause	
  of	
  unilateral	
  nature	
  should	
  prevent	
  the	
  organizaBon	
  of	
  our	
  
internaBonal	
  scienBfic	
  Conference	
  at	
  a	
  place	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  by	
  IUPAP	
  been	
  
considered	
  as	
  perfectly	
  acceptable.”	
  Mercier	
  to	
  Ivanenko,	
  21	
  December	
  1972	
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